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Star Student of the Month: Nataliya Melnychenko

Hello I'm Nataliya Melnychenko from
New York, but my original country is

Ukraine. | help at Alfred-Almond

Central Elementary School and | de-

cided to write an article about it.

I'm helping to teach the kids at Alfred
-Almond Central School in New York.
The kids whom | teach are about 4-5

years old and they are really cute
and funny. There are 18 children in
class and all of them have their own
individuality and character.

There are nine boys and nine girls:

Logan, Lane, Steven, Jacob, Alex,
Owen, Hayden, Carsen and Gavin,
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Avery, Amber, Kayla, Nicole and
Jamie (the twins), Emily, Maeve,
Aleah, and Allison. Mrs. Dunning
is the teacher of these kids and
Mrs. Hoffman is the teacher's
helper.

| come to their classroom three
times a week. Every time when |
come in to the classroom | hear
somebody say, "Natalie!" (That's
how the kids call me, because my
real name is hard to pronounce for
my little friends) or | feel a hug
around my knees, because they
are so small!
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My help consists of
different activities,

for example, playing
alphabet or arithme-
tic games, which
helps children to
learn vocabulary or
teaches them how to count and use
mathematical functions. Also, | help
teacher give handouts to the children
and Mrs. Dunning really appreciates
that.

When the activities which we are do-
ing require only half of the kids in the
classroom, Mrs. Dunning takes the
first group to do specific tasks and |

take care of the rest of
the kids. (Sometimes it's
really hard!!!)

Also, when we paint or
glue something, | help by
watching the process of
washing hands, which
sometimes ends with
some soap on a wet floor.

| really like my kids. They
are wonderful, sometimes
noisy and even look like
little monsters, but smart
and cheerful. Also, |
really enjoy and appreci-
ate the opportunity to put
a little bit into develop-
ment of their young per-
sonalities.

| hope you will put the
article in the news letter,
the kids would be so ex-

Nataliya Melnychenko, from the Ukraine (upper left) pictured with cited.
the class at the Alfred-Almond Central Elementary in New York.
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Who Will Be our N

John McCain
Republican Nominee

!

Barack Obama
Democratic Candidate

ext President?

Hillary Cliinton
Democratic Candidate

John McCain has locked up the nomination for the Republican party and he will be running against either Barack Obama or Hillary
Clinton this next Nov. One of these three candidates will be our next president. It will be a first no matter who is elected; either the
first women or first African American or the oldest to be elected for a first term, John McCain, age 72. The race between Barack
Obama and Hillary Clinton is still very close. Barack Obama has 1,571 delegates and Hillary Clinton has 1,463 delegates (as of March
7, 2008) it takes 2,025 delegates to secure the nomination in the Democratic party, and with only a few states yet to vote, it could be
decided at their National Democratic Convention Aug. 25-28 in Denver Colorado. Learn some personal facts about them below:

Born: August 29, 1936 (Panama Canal
Zone)

Lives in: Phoenix, AZ

Zodiac Sign: Virgo

Heightt 56 70 (1.7 m)
Family: Wife Cindy, 4 sons Douglas, An-
drew, John IV, and James and 3 daugh-
ters Sidney, Meghan, and Bridget
Parents: Admiral John Sydney McCain,
Jr. (from Indiana) and Roberta (Wright)
McCain (from Oklahoma)

Religion: Episcopalian

Education: Graduated: United States
Naval Academy (1958)

National War College (1974)

Career: U.S. Representative from 1983 to
1987. U.S. Senator from 1987-present
Government Committees:

-Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

-Chair, Committee on Indian Affairs, 1995-
1997, 2005-2007

Books:

-Faith of My Fathers (1999)

-Worth Fighting For (2002)

-Character Is Destiny: Inspiring Stories
Every Young Person Should Know and
Every Adult Should Remember (2005)
-Hard Call: Great Decisions and the Ex-
traordinary People Who Made Them
(2007)

Born: August 4, 1961 (Hawaii)

Lives in: Chicago, lllinois

Zodiac Sign: Leo

Height: 6' 1" (1.87m)

Family: Married wife Michelle in 1992, two
daughters Malia and Sasha

Parents: Barack Obama, Sr. (from Kenya)
and Ann Dunham (from Kansas)

Religion: United Church of Christ

Drives a: Ford Escape Hybrid, Chrysler
300C

Education: Graduated: Columbia Univer-
sity (1983) - Major: Political Science

- Law Degree from Harvard (1991) - Ma-
jor: J.D. - Magna Cum Laude

- Attended: Occidental College

Career: U.S. Senator from lllinois sworn in
January 4, 2005

Government Committees:

- Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee

- Foreign Relations Committee

- Veterans Affairs Committee

- 2005 and 2006: served on the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee
Books:

- Dreams From My Father: A Story of
Race and Inheritance (1995)

- The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Re-
claiming the American Dream (2006)

- It Takes a Nation: How Strangers Be-
came Family in the Wake of Hurricane
Katrina (2006)

Born: October 26, 1947 (lllinois)

Lives in: Chappaqua, New York

Zodiac Sign: Scorpio

Family: Married husband and future U.S.
President Bill Clinton in 1975, 1 daughter
Chelsea

Parents: Hugh Ellsworth Rodham and
Dorothy Emma Howell

Siblings: Two younger brothers, Hugh
and Tony

Religion: Methodist

Drives a: Lexus LS460H

Education:

- Graduated: Wellesley College (1969) -
Major: Political Science

- Law Degree from Yale (1973) - Major:
J.D.

Career:

Attorney with Rose Law Firm (1979-1993)
First Lady of Arkansas (1979-1981, 1983-
1992)

First Lady of the United States (1993-
2001)

U.S. Junior Senator from New York sworn
in January 3, 2001

Government Committees:

- Committee on Budget (2001-2002)

- Committee on Armed Services (2003-
present)

Continued on Page 3
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Proud FLEX Host Families:
Bragging Corner
Bk J s

STR FALLI . Wi
‘| I'm Walking 60 Miles in"
’ - Memory of Evelyn Rapp

Maty & Bibir Imankulova from Kazakhstan after their
performance at Odessa-Mont our hi gh sch

wizard of Oz.0 They were t
main dancers - Proud host parents Philip & Sarah Gille-
mot of Montour Falls New York

o~

Shakhnozakhon Muminzoda from Tajikistan (far right) par-
ticipated in a three day walk on February 23 in Cleburne
Walmart, Texas.

Shakhnozakhon has done many things since she has been
here to help in her community. This weekend, she helped
raise $475.00 for the Breast Cancer 3-Day walk that | also
participated in. She met her goal of 100 hours of commu-
nity service and now does community service for the fun of
it.

Shakhnozakhon has helped many times at our church and
other places and not taken credit for it. | believe it is be-
Anna Khachikyan from Armenia singing cause she feels that community service is about giving and
on stage at Nobel High, for the school not receiving anything in return, but a smile on someone's
talent show - Proud host parents Chris & face. - Proud host parents Jeff & Catherine Pugliese of

Cathy Mende of North Berwick ME. JOSITIR VEEE

IECTCTOEEeE \ionthiy Article for Host Parents:

- Committee on Environment and Public Works (2001-present)

bgcs)r;rzgittee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (2001- HOSt familieS, please Smeit piCtU res Wlth

- Special Committee on Aging 2 (e

- Commissioner of the Commission on Security and Coopera- a bnef deSC”ptlon Of your FIeX StUdent

flon 'n Eurape (2001-present) doing activities that
00Ks:

- It Takes a Village: And Other Lessons Children Teach Us - ili i

L e-mailing FLEX@pieusa.org. Photos and

il%ges)a r Socks, Dear Buddy: Kidso idescrptronsavill be featused en this news-
- An Invitation to the White House: At Home with History letter for everyone {o see.

(2000)

- Living History (2003)



