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By Marc Musacchio, Regional 

Administrator  

International students, educa-

tors, vendors and representa-

tives from a number of student 

exchange organizations met in 

San Diego Oct. 23-25 for The 

Council on Standards for Inter-

national Educational Travelôs 

24th Annual Meeting. 

The event, held at the 

Gaslamp Marriott, featured 

three days of meetings, work-

shops, and exhibits aimed at 

strengthening and enhancing 

the youth exchange commu-

nity. John Doty, CSIET chair and president of 

Pacific Intercultural Exchange, and John Hish-

meh, CSIET executive director, organized the 

meeting. 

One highlight of the conference was Fridayôs 

luncheon featuring student presentations. An 

American student told of her experiences study-

ing in South Korea. A Chinese student shared 

her views on American life, and Russian ex-

change student Slava Lozovoy amused the 

crowd by describing how his exchange experi-

ence has helped him overcome a fear of dogs, 

as well as improved his vision.  

Slava has been visually impaired since birth. He 

arrived in the United States wearing thick 

glasses. His host mother is blind, and she ar-

ranged for Slava to see an optometrist who fit-

ted him with soft contact lenses at no cost. 

Slava is excited at the prospect that surgery 

P.I.E. Russian exchange student Slava Lozovoy 

(center) joined Betsy Davis of the U.S. State 

Department, and John Doty, P.I.E. president 

and CSIET chair, at the councilôs 24th annual 

meeting October 23-25 in San Diego, Ca. 

P.I.E. Student Shares Vision at CSIET  

could correct his vision even 

more and allow him to do 

things heôs always dreamed of, 

like drive. But he says ex-

changing the glasses for con-

tacts has already helped him 

achieve an American Dream of 

sorts. 

ñWhen I got my contacts I 

quickly got a girlôs phone num-

ber,ò Slava told the luncheon 

crowd. ñI wonôt put the glasses 

on again.ò  

The event also featured such 

distinguished speakers as 

Elizabeth Dickerson, Betsy 

Davis and Julia Findlay, all 

members of the U.S. Depart-

ment of State; and Anthony 

Jackson of International Stud-

ies Schools Network, Asia So-

ciety. 

Visually impaired FLEX    

participant exchanges the 

thick glasses he arrived with 

for a cool pair of shades. 
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Exchange Students Engage in Election Matters:  Essay Winners  

Miranda Jamburia from Georgia recently played a solo on the 

keyboard at a fund raiser for the school scholarship fund. The 

choir students performed songs and music at the local ice cream 

parlor.  Miranda also marched in the Homecoming  parade, carry-

ing her country flag and a sign in both English and Georgian. 

On September 26th, several exchange 

students watched the Presidential debate 

and entered an essay contest coordi-

nated by P.I.E.  Many of the essay writ-

ers commented on the speaking voices 

of the candidates, their mannerisms, and 

tone.  Even the candidates clothes were 

carefully described.  Over 30 essays 

were submitted and it was very difficult to 

select winners as every essay had inter-

esting points.   

However, selected for their thoroughness 

in analyzing the issues, the 1st Prize 

winner is Marat Aysin and 2nd Prize 

winner is Max Verteletskyy.  Their com-

plete essays are attached separately.  

Congratulations Marat and Max!  Many 

students had interesting comments about 

the debates. 

ñIôm impressed that these two men have 

such similar and such different goals at 

the same time.  McCain wants tax reduc-

tion for businesses and does not talk 

about the middle class taxes.  As for 

Obama, he plans to keep business taxes 

the same and close its loopholes.  Also, 

Obama wants to give tax break to people 

that make less than $250,000 a year, 

that is 95% of the US population,ò ex-

plains Ipa Tomiha.  

ñThere was also a debate about the war 

between Russia and Georgia in which I 

was very interested as I am from Geor-

gia.  They only thing I can say is they [the 

candidates] both were true and they 

really didnôt have anything to argue there 

because they were saying the same 

thing in different words,ò writes Nino 

Kukhaleishvili.   

ñAlso, they talk about the lessons of Iraq, 

about the relationship with Russia, and 

the US military.  Both of them did well, 

but they are different from each other.  

For example, Obama wants to focus on 

Al-Qaida and he wants to catch Bin 

Laden.  And McCain wants to focus on 

Iraq and he doesnôt want to say his future 

plans against them so loud,ò mentions 

Begaiym Mamatova.  

ñMcCain spoke too much Washington 

jargon, told too many jokes in shorthand.  

He was being much more pointed, much 

more aggressive and he couldnôt look 

Obama in the eye,ò comments Madina 

Aripova.  

ñIf you step back, McCainôs frame for the 

election was óstrength versus a risky 

choiceô while Obamaôs frame was ófuture 

versus the pastô.  It is a difficult choice,ò 

explains Marta Kraycha from Ukraine. 

ñI think Senataor McCain made a great 

comment, that the financial crisis is not 

the óbeginning of the end, but only the 

end of the beginningô.  And yes, how do 

we solve global problems? So, John 

McCainôs proposal is to start with the 

government itself, to inspect it and find 

the reasons within,ò says Olga Ordenart-

seva.  

ñMcCain wants to keep taxes low, but 

also give money to business.  A lot of 

corruption exists because of that money 

which is gone to the people.  Obama has 

the opposite view.  He thinks that itôs 

better to give money to the people and to 

grow the economy from the bottom,ò ana-

lyzes Galina Kholomyanska.  
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History of Halloween  

Meaningful Enhancements  
The US Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

provides Pacific Intercultural Exchange with funding to conduct enhance-

ment activities for FLEX participants.  Enhancement activities can help 

further FLEX studentôs understanding of important elements of US soci-

ety, such as: 

  

 Equality, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, disability, or religion.   

 Tolerance of religion and ethnic diversity  

 Access to information, education, and acceptable health care 

 Democratic values, including voting and free and fair elections 

 US history, US economic structure, or US educational system 

 Freedom of speech and of the press 

 

Meaningful enhancements can also help students improve their skills by 

featuring activities that involve public speaking, leadership exercises, 

problem solving, motivating others, or even tips on how to budget money.  

At times, students learn more about American culture by being involved in 

holiday celebrations and learning the history of why they occur.  Valerie 

Gonta, exchange student from Moldova, recently attended an enhance-

ment where tolerance and diversity was the theme.  She writes: 

On September 5th, we had a camp out with all the exchange students 

from Maine state.  We had a cook out and on the first day we had 

American food and drinks, but on the second day almost every student 

prepared a national food.  I prepared a salad from vegetables.  During 

the day, we played different games.  We met new people and made new 

friends among the exchange students.  From this meeting, I learned that 

it is possible to do something together even if we are all different and 

speak different languages, have diverse ideas about things, think in dif-

ferent ways, or even have different religions.  Also, I learned to respect 

and appreciate culture better.  I liked speaking with kids from Japan, 

China, Thailand, Germany and other countries and to share a part of our 

culture.  I think that I can tell to the people from my country that it is im-

portant to respect other cultures because we can learn a lot of new 

things from different people with different kinds of experiences.  Socializ-

ing was another important thing for me because I got a lot of information 

about other countries and the most important is that we all learned a 

lesson of geography by showing where we are situated.  At the same 

time, I checked my knowledge about my native country by talking about 

it.  I learned that is it very important to share our cultures because in this 

way we now better our world by making many peaceful relationships 

between countries and their people. 

FLEX Regional Managers and FLEX cluster leaders plan enhancement 

activities throughout the school year.  Students who attend should com-

plete Enhancement Activity Essays.  Forms can be downloaded from 

www.pie-flex.com.  Donôt forget to send photos and information about the 

lessons learned either via regular mail or by writing to FLEX@pieusa.org. 

About 2,000 years ago, groups of people 

called "Celts"  lived in the  areas today 

known as Ireland, the United Kingdom, 

and Northern  France.  They celebrated 

their new year on November 1 and this 

day also marked the beginning of winter, 

a time associated with death.  The night 

before the Celt new year, October 31st, 

was "Samhain", which marked the 

boundary between the night of the living 

and the dead. 

 

To commemorate Samhain, the Celts 

gathered around large sacred  bonfires 

and wore costumes that usually con-

sisted of animal heads and skins.  The 

Roman empire conquered the Celtic terri-

tory by 43 AD and two Roman festivals, 

Feralia and the honor of Pomona, began 

to combine with the Celtic Samhain cele-

bration.  Feralia was a day in October   

when the Romans honored the dead and 

Pomona was the Roman goddess of  fruit 

and trees, her symbol being the ap-

ple.  This incorporation of the Roman 

festival might explain the Halloween tra-

dition of bobbing for apples. 

 

Christianity spread into the Celtic lands 

by the 800s.  Pope Boniface IV desig-

nated a day to honor saints and mar-

tyrs.  This day, November 1, was also 

called "All-Hallows", from the Middle 

English word Alholowmesse meaning "All 

Saints Day". 

 

In the second half  of the 19th century, 

America saw a large group of immi-

grants, many Irish fleeing from the potato 

famine of 1846. Customs of different 

European ethnic groups and the beliefs 

of American Indians began to merge over 

time, eventually creating some of the 

traditions we know as Halloween today. 



During their school year in the United States, Future Leaders Exchange (FLEX) students learn more about themselves, 

the United Statesô volunteer culture, and give back to the local area by doing community service.  Each month, students 

must perform 7 hours of community service and submit documentation of their hours to Pacific Intercultural Exchange.  

Community service hours are due by the 1st day of each month.  By October 1st, all FLEX students should have 

completed at least 7 hours of service .  So far, the 2008-09 FLEX group has completed 1,028 hours of service in host 

communities throughout the United States! 

Each month, completed hours are published on this newsletter.  FLEX Regional Managers and FLEX cluster leaders as 

well as students should be checking this list to ensure compliance.  Failure to submit hours can result in disciplinary ac-

tion, including early termination of program. 

Several students have not completed their 7 hours for the month, but there is still time to catch up.  Make it a goal to 

have at least 21 hours of service by December 1st to be in compliance with the FLEX scholarship requirements.  In De-

cember, you will receive a special Christmas Bonus of $125.00 additional dollars, but if your community service is not 

where it should be, this bonus will be withheld. 

A special mention goes out to 48 participants who have already met and exceeded their monthly community service for 

October.  Way to go!  Shinning stars right now are Anastasiya Kuzmina and Volodymyr Misyurak as they have com-

pleted 65 and 50.5 hours respectively.  Remember, everyone who completes 100 hours or more by April 1st will receive 

awards.  The hours for each student as of Community Service Documents received by October 15th are below: 

Community Service: 21 Hours Due By Dec 1st   
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Faizrakhmanova, Zilya (PL): 0 

Fatkulina, Rufina (GT): 0 

Geldiyeva, Aygul (PL): 10 

Ghazaryan, Lilit (CK): 2 

Gimgina, Valentina (SA): 17 

Giorgadze, Salome (RL): 0 

Gonta, Valeri (GC): 0 

Grigoryan, Marina (LD): 22 

Gubanova, Yekaterina (PL): 0 

Habibov, Mamed (PG): 7 

Hrechko, Darya (VR): 4 

Hrynyuk, Dmytro (CK): 9 

Huseynova, Elina (VR): 7 

Ilamanov, Begmammet (RL): 0 

Ishanov, Saidakram (PG): 0 

Ismatullayev, Hamid (LD): 7 

Jamburia, Miranda (PB): 6.5 

Kabulov, Bekzodbek (LD): 7 

Karibullina, Guzel (GT): 7 

Katsanivska, Oksana (GT): 7 

Kazhkarimova, Aynur (PL): 24 

Kholik, Kholmati (PB): 0 

Kholomyanska, Halyna (AC): 0 

Khomenkova, Anna (PG): 8 

Khomych, Dmytro (DK): 0 

Kirillova, Natalya (DK): 7 

Kolegova, Yulia (PB): 7 

Korolkova, Serafima (PB): 3 

Ahadzada, Asiman (PG): 0 

Akbarova, Ulker (RL): 0 

Akimenko, Ivan (RL): 0 

Alimbekovich A, Kubatbek (SA): 16 

Alimdjanova, Aziza (RL): 8 

Aliyeva, Dinara (PG): 0 

Altman, Kseniya (CK): 8 

Arakelyan, Margarita (LD): 7 

Aripova, Madina (PL): 6 

Aysin, Marat (CK): 14 

Babaeva, Saniya (LD): 6 

Babich, Valeriya (PB): 0 

Baghdasaryan, Zaruhi (RL): 43 

Bakay, Lidiya (PL): 7 

Baryshnikova, Oksana (LD): 45 

Berdiyeva, Jennet (LD): 8 

Bisenbayev, Timur (CK): 9 

Busalayeva, Darya (LD): 0 

Butnor, Anna (LD): 9 

Cherkashina, Anel (CK): 2 

Chernousov, Pavel (PL): 11 

Chubuk, Anna (SA2): 29.5 

Chudinova, Anna (PL): 7 

Devdariani, Pridoni (RL): 44.5 

Diacenco, Alina (SA2): 9 

Didenko, Vladyslav (PG): 12.5 

Dihtyaruk, Nataliya (CK): 21 

Erkinbek uulu, Eldar (PG): 12.5 

Korsun, Olesya (RL): 11 

Kostomarova, Anastasiya (SA): 17 

Kozina, Anna (GT): 7.5 

Kraycha, Marta (RL): 1.5 

Kudin, Andriy (VR): 10 

Kukhaleishvili, Nino (PL): 0 

Kuzmina, Anastasiya (LD): 50.5 

Levchuk, Valeriya  (VR): 0 

Litynska, Anna (PB): 0 

Losev, Ivan (VR): 0 

Lozhko, Mariya (CK): 0 

Lozovoy, Vyacheslav (CK): 2 

Mamatova, Begaiym (PG): 0 

Mamedov, Elmar (VR): 16 

Marusic, Ion (PL): 0 

Melkumyan, Diana (SA2): 0 

Misyurak, Volodymyr (AC): 65 

Mityanskaya, Nina (GC): 7 

Mkhitaryan, Erik (SA2): 7 

Musina, Madina (SA2): 7 

Nedoseka, Anna (RL): 0 

Obidina, Kseniya (RL): 0 

Ondar, Anay-Khaak (RL): 7 

Ordenartseva, Olga (VR): 0 

See Community Service Hours 

Continued on Page 5 
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Community 
Service  

Awards  

Every FLEX student has 

to complete at least 50 

hours of community ser-

vice in order to stay in 

compliance with their 

scholarship, but April 

1st is a time to shine!  

 

FLEX Star Students who 

exceed community ser-

vice requirements by 

April 1st, will be awarded 

the following: 

 

Star Volunteer  

Gold Medal 

For 250+ hours of      

service 

 

Star Volunteer 

Silver  Medal 

For 175+ hours of      

service 

 

Star Volunteer 

Bronze  Medal 

For 100+ hours of      

service  

 

Presidential Certificate  

In addition to the medals 

above, FLEX students 

who complete 100+ 

hours will receive a 

Presidential Award! 

************* 

 

Kseniya Altman from Russia volunteered to help clean up South Mission Beach 
in San Diego, California on Sept 20, 2008.  She was lucky enough to meet some 
pretty famous people. Above she is seen with San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders. 
She all so got to meet SDGE's President & CEO Debbie Reed and journalist 
Loren Nancarrow from Channel 10 news. Kseniya lives in Alpine, CA about 20 
miles east of San Diego with the Bourgeois family. 

Osmanov, Rashid (CK): 7 

Parutenco, Anastasiya (LD): 16 

Pavlova, Marina (LD): 0 

Pazylbekova, Ayganym (RL): 0 

Perelyhina, Hanna (PL): 5 

Petrova, Yelena (CK): 7 

Polyakova, Tetyana (VR): 0 

Rakhimberdina, Zarina (DK): 7 

Rejepova, Jeren (VR): 21 

Rurua, Tamari (PB): 8 

Saburova, Sabina (VR): 0 

Samchyshyn, Oleksiy (PL): 0 

Sbitnev, Dmitriy (LD): 0 

Shapoval, Olha (SA2): 14 

Shchennikov, Grigoriy (PL): 0 

Shein, Aleksandr (GT): 7 

Shelest, Roksolana (CK): 13 

Shepella, Vasyl (SA2): 15 

Shibalayeva, Sabina (PL): 0 

Shin, Irina (CK): 8 

Simakova, Viktoriya (DK): 32 

Smityukh, Pavlo (RL): 9 

Smyk, Iryna (PG): 0 

Sobitova, Shahzoda (RL): 17.5 

Strymbanu, Aleksey (RL): 0 

Sultangaliyeva, Fariza (LD): 7 

Svitlak, Veronika (PB): 12 

Synyavska, Alina (PL): 22.5 

Tabeleva, Viktoria (LD): 0 

Talantbek Kyzy, Meerim (PG): 10 

Teter, Bohdan (SA): 14 

Timashova, Erentsena (PB): 0 

Tomyn, Iryna (RL): 0 

Tsanava, Irakli (LD): 0 

Tur, Olha (CK): 2 

Turazashvili, Miriami (VR): 0 

Utebayev, Aydos (GT): 0 

Vakhtina, Kseniya (PL): 0 

Veremiyenko, Yuliya (SA): 14 

Verteletskyy, Maksym (DK): 0 

Vicol, Diana (GC): 8 

Yakupova, Yuliya (CK): 7 

Yevdokimova, Alina (PL): 0 

Yevhrafova, Maryna (VR): 7 

Zaripova, Alisa (CK): 0 

Zhdanova, Anastasiya (PL): 14 

Zhumaliyeva, Asem (RL): 9 

Zubenko, Kyrylo (SA2): 19 

Community Service Hours as of October Continued  


