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 2008 U.S. Presidential Election  

 (Article from  Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)        

Scheduled for Tuesday November 4, 2008, 

will be the 56th consecutive  United States 

presidential election  and will select the 

President of the United States  and Vice 

President of the United States . 

The Republican Party  has chosen John 

McCain , the senior United States Senator 

from Arizona  as its nominee; Barack Obama , 

the junior United States Senator from Illinois , 

has been chosen as the nominee for the De-

mocratic Party . The 2008 election is particu-

larly notable because it is the first time in 

U.S. history that two sitting senators will run 

against each other for president, and be-

cause it is the first time an African American  

is a presidential nominee for a major party, 

as well as the first time both major candi-

dates were born outside the continental 

United States - Hawaii  for Obama and the 

Panama Canal Zone  for McCain. With African 

American candidate Barack Obama, who is 

of mixed African and Caucasian  parentage, 

as the Democratic Party nominee for Presi-

dent and John McCain's selection of female 

Alaska  Governor Sarah Palin  as the Republi-

can Party nominee for Vice -President, the 

eventual winning ticket is very likely to have 

a historic context, as either the first African 

American will be elected President or the 

first woman will be elected Vice President.  

The Libertarian Party  has nominated former 

Congressman  Bob Barr , the Constitution 

Party  has nominated pastor and radio talk 

show host Chuck Baldwin , and the Green 

Party  has nominated former Congresswoman 

Cynthia McKinney . Ralph Nader  declined to 

seek the Green Party nomination and is run-

ning as an independent candidate . 

The election will coincide with the 2008 Sen-

ate elections  in thirty -three states, House of 

Representatives elections  in all states, and 

gubernatorial elections  in eleven states, as 

well as various state referendums  and local 

elections. As in the 2004 presidential elec-

tion , the allocation of electoral votes to each 

state will be based partly on the 2000 Cen-

sus . The president -elect and vice president -

elect are scheduled to be inaugurated on 

January 20, 2009.  

Sept. 26th. Presidential Debate Essay Contest  

Barack Obama Democrat  

John McCain Republican  

On Sept 26th, watch the presidential debate and write an 

essay about  how you thought each candidate did. 

   In your essay, talk about how each candidate  addressed 

the issues and how they differ in  policies, and if they        

answered the questions clearly.  Rate each candidate on 

how they did overall and why. 

P.I.E. will award $50.00  to the winner and $25.00 to the 

runner up! 

Submit essays no later than Oct 5, 2008 

Email your essay  to FLEX Administrator:    

FLEX@pieusa.org 
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Community 

Service Awards  

Every FLEX student has to 

complete at least 50 hours of 

community service in order to 

stay in compliance with their 

scholarship, but April 1st is a 

time to shine!  

 

FLEX Star Students who 

exceed community service 

requirements by April 1st, will 

be awarded the following: 

 

Star Volunteer  

Gold Medal  

For 250+ hours of service 

 

Star Volunteer 

Silver  Medal  

For 175+ hours of service 

 

Star Volunteer 

Bronze  Medal  

For 100+ hours of service  

 

Presidential Certificate  

In addition to the medals 

above, FLEX students who 

complete 100+ hours will 

receive a U.S. Presidential 

Award! 

Orientations in California  
On Sept 6th, in a combined orientation in San Diego, California (pictured above), eight FLEX stu-

dents, one YES  and seven regular P.I.E. students  joined together for the post arrival orientation.  

A few of the topics discussed  are below: 

Students learned the importance of the chain of communication.  They were explained it is impor-

tant to talk to host family first, then area rep, and not  call the natural parents immediately with their 

problems as this creates a co-parenting situation.  Students also  learned ways to show respect 

and appreciation to their host family. Rod Cowles, Regional Manager, spoke about what expecta-

tions meant and had an illustration exercise to help students understand that it is helpful to throw 

out all expectations and start from scratch in order to enjoy what experiences they will have during 

their year in the USA.  Participants also played a game called ñDonôt Break the Ice,ò similar to the 

concept of the straw that broke the camels back.  This game was to show  ways  not  to wear down 

a host family by explaining  ways that could.  At the San Diego Orientation, students were asked to 

bring a dish from their home country and Kseniya Altman won a $25.00 gift card for her native Rus-

sian dish. 

On Sept 13th, near Sonoma, California,  11 FLEX students, 1 YES  and 11 regular P.I.E. students 

joined together for their post arrival orientation. The students are pictured below after a group com-

munity service project.  They helped clean up trash near the state Park and 

wine vineyards in beautiful northern California. 

During the orientation in Northern California, students 

participated in an activity and learned the importance 

of  the chain of communication.   


