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Astronaut Jon 
McBride, who was 

the pilot of the Chal-
lenger in 1984 as 

part of the first crew 
of 7, spoke with 

P.I.E. students after 
the luncheon. Front 

row, from left: Area 
Representative   

Marie Roppel and 
FLEX students Anas-

tasia Zhadanova, 
Sabina Shibalayeva, 

Aynur Kazhkari-
mova, Yekaterina 

Gubanova, Rawiya 
Ouedghiri (YES), and 

Zilya Faiz-

rakhmanova. 
Back Row: Astro-

naut Jon McBride 
and Oleksiy Sam-

chyshyn. 

Students ôDine with an Astronautõ at Kennedy Space Center 

Wow!!! 

What a  

Thrill! 
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Photo by Marc Musacchio 
Kseynia Altman of Russia, Regional Manager Cindy Knight, Marat Aysin of Kazakhstan and Eisa 

Marafi of Kuwait, from left, went Whale Watching out of San Diego Harbor.  

40-ft. gray whale 

and young calf  

thrill onlookers  
FLEX and YES students took a whale-

watching excursion out of San Diego Harbor 

last weekend. 

The group spotted a 40-foot mother gray 

whale and her calf  migrating south from the 

arctic waters of Alaska, where they feed in the 

summer, to the warm lagoons of Mexico.  

Naturalists from Scripps Aquarium were on 

board to explain how to find whales by looking 

for waterspouts on the horizon. They said that 

the baby whale was probably conceived during 

the previous yearõs migration south, then born 

13 months later on this trip. 

 During the annual migration, the whales 

journey 10,000 miles or more between No-

vember and May. The whales are warm-

blooded mammals, just like the many dol-

phins also spotted during the enhancement. 
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