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Backstage! 
Shirin Mandarova, 

FLEX student from 

Turkmenistan 

(center), works as a 

stage manager in 

Sachse High School 

Art Departmentõs 

musical production 

of "Peter Pan as part 

of her community 

service. 

Deaf student amazed at new sights  

Foreign Exchange student Farheen Memon of Pakistan helps her host mother Wendy 
Carrington with breakfast at the family home in Maroa, Illinois. Farheen is deaf. 
LaVerle Carrington, in the background, helps with the coffee.  

MAROA Herald & Review/Kelly J. Huff 

ILLINOIS/PAKISTAN- At Thanksgiving, she couldn't 

believe there were so many kinds of food. 

"Why? Why all the food?" asked YES student 

Farheen Memon of Pakistan. 

She never saw snow until this year. She never 

experienced Santa Claus as a child. And the night 

of Halloween, though she answered the door for 

trick or treaters, she'd never seen anything like it in 

her 18 years. 

She really likes her independence and the 

stores. And the clothes and going to restaurants. 

"Everything is so big, big, big," she said. 

All of these firsts are happening for Farheen 

because LaVerle Carrington of Maroa read an e-

mail, an e-mail from Pacific Intercultural Exchange. 

"All I saw was the word 'deaf,' " he recalled. 

That one word which caught his eye brought 

Farheen halfway around the world from her home in 

Karachi, Pakistan. She's now splitting her days 

between afternoons at Maroa-Forsyth High School 

and mornings at Enterprise School in Decatur, 

where she interacts with other hearing impaired 

students. 

She is the first hearing impaired foreign ex-

change student in the high school and the first 

exchange student from Pakistan for the school, said 

Scott Adreon, principal. 

Carrington is deaf services/interpreter referral 

advocate at Soyland Access to Independent Living. 

Continued on Backpage 



As part of the FLEX and YES scholarships, students must do seven hours of community service each month until April 1st,  with a minimum of 50 hours by April 1st 

2010.  Pacific Intercultural Exchange is proud of the 2008-09 group which last year  volunteered more than 15,000 hours to help people throughout the United 

States.  Volunteerism is an important part of the program as students learn how they can help with societyõs problems while giving back to the host community. 

Students were also required to do a Home Country Presentation to a local community group during International Education week, November 16-20 2009, and  

received two hours per presentation.  Send in your hours to P.I.E. by the 1st day of each month.  Community service hours submitted by February 15 are below. 

Community Service:  The Race is On! 
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Reminder: Students must have at least 42 hours by March 1  

FLEX STUDENTS: 8,077 HOURS 
Abdulmuminov, Akmal 38.5 

Abdurahmonova, Shahnoza 73 

Abdyrakhman uulu , Kyyalbek 56 

Abesadze, Anna                      132.5 

Abrahamyan, Vahan 108.5 

Afanasyev, Illya  21 

Aliyev, Elshad  84 

Antonenko, Anton  100 

Antonova, Viktoriya  65 

Artykkuliyev, Yusup  60 

Arutyunyan, Arutyun 29.25 

Arzieva, Dinar  54.5 

Asadova, Zinyat  43 

Avakyan, Manushak 25 

Averina, Darya  58 

Babaeva, Elnaz  84 

Bilyalova, Darya  46.25 

Bochoridze, Sandro  75.75 

Bondarenko, Yevheniy 42 

Bryantseva, Mariya  65.5 

Bucicovscaia, Svetlana 38 

Byekh, Ganna  44 

Bystrova, Anastasiya 80 

Ceri, Dina   58.5 

Chandylova, Violetta 63.5 

Chayka, Anastasiya  63 

Chelidze, Nino  242 

Chernobay, Tetyana 58 

Chervinska, Kateryna 81.25 

Davidyan, Margarita  46.5 

Derevyanko, Tetyana 46.5 

Ergasheva, Zulfira  54 

Farkhutdinova, Regina 70 

Fedorchenko, Anna  45 

Fedorova, Anna  44 

Filimonenkova, Khristina 45 

Filippov, Dmitriy  35 

Golets, Vladimir  37.5 

Gusanu, Maria-Cezara 56 

Halashan, Iryna  30 

Heydarova, Gunay  98 

Horshkova, Valeriya  44.5 

Iqbolzoda, Amina  73.5 

Ivanova, Larisa  55 

Kadyrkulova, Azhar  67.5 

Kadyrova, Aidan  61.5 

Karayeva, Leyla  64 

Kharlamova, Mariya  46.5 

Kholmatova, Dilnoza 160 

Khvorostukhina, Veronika 42 

Kirikova, Valeriya  82 

Kobryn, Tetyana  44 

Kobzar, Yuliya  62 

Kodolova, Valeriya  82.5 

Kotova, Anastasiya  41 

Kozhevnikov, Dmitriy 77.5 

Kytayev, Anton  2 

Lavrentyeva, Anastasiya 55 

Levchenkova, Maryna 55 

Lisovskaya, Yuliya  36 

Lysenko, Ihor  75 

Makarov, Yulian  48 

Mammadhasanli, Ramil 31 

Managadze, Mariam ( GA1 )  36.5 

Mandarova, Shirin  100.5 

Marikyan, Aida  31.5 

Melkonyan, Mariam  80.5 

Michitashvili, Omari  77 

Mikhankova, Alina  64 

Mikhaylyuk, Marina  88 

Moiseyeva, Yekaterina 44 

Muzychenko, Olha  55 

Nayda, Dmytro  39 

Nemsadze, Ana  21.5 

Nazarov, Nazar  31 

Nesterchuk, Olha  51 

Nevolina, Kristina  50 

Nigmatullina, Alina  59 

Nimeyeva, Amulanga 55 

Novosad, Oleksandra 71.5 

Nurazkhan, Moldir  75 

Odintsova, Anastasiya 54 

Olimov, Jahongir  49.5 

Ostrikov, Nikolai  52 

Ovlyakuliyeva, Gulyalek 35.5 

Palev, Dmitriy  55 

Pashchenko, Antonina 0 

Pastushchak, Dmytro 128 

Pislaru, Dumitru  23 

Pysarenko, Olena  45 

Radchenko, Rostislav 27 

Rusakova, Margarita 92 

Ryabushko, Yuliya  78.5 

Rybina, Nadezhda  28 

Sadykova, Aisalkyn  172 

Safonova, Yelena  0 

Sagindykova, Meruert 64 

Sahaydachna, Iryna  57 

Saller, Andriy  71 

Shahnazaryan, Varsenik 42 

Shermadini, Olgha  60 

Shershun, Olena  40 

Shiapay, Halyna  169 

Shpilevskaya, Viktoriya 109.5 

Shvydenko, Anna  120 

Smagulov, Yerzhan  48 

Smykova, Ilona  77.5 

Soltanmyradov, Serdar 47 

Stanchevska, Olha  33 

Suhani, Andrei  124 

Tomskiy, Vladimir  48 

Tonkopiy, Mariya  102 

Tsiklauri, Mariami  94.5 

Tulyakov, Sardorjon  44 

Tumenbaeva, Shirin  78.5 

Ushurova, Laura  36.5 

Usmanova, Aziza  101 

Vankayeva, Gerel  43 

Vasilyeva, Darya  78 

Verkhotina, Olga  102 

Verkhovskikh, Yelizaveta 71 

Verulashvili, Marika  41 

Volchanskaya, Sofya 30.5 

Yatsenko, Yevgeniya 82.5 

Yavorskaya, Tatyana 48 

Yegorova, Valeriya  80 

Yskakova, Nurlaim  93 

Yuryeva, Olena  49 

Zheleznyak , Vitaliy  46 

Zhovtonizhko, Lyubo 80 

Zhuravska, Veronika 37.5 

 

YES STUDENTS: 2,981 HOURS 
Abdelsater, Mousayan 44.5 

Al Maskari, Haiya  72 

Al Subhi, Humood  19 

Al-Shaibani, Ahmed  126 

Al-Wazeer, Farah  51 

Albouni, Fadi  22 

Alkharji, Farah  72.5 

Bashir, Nida  136 

Belglaiaa, Aghlalamnate 75.5 

Belkass, Warda  56 

Fassih, Hafida  51.5 

Ghandour, Mohammad Ali 32.5 

Gzili, Ghizlane  39 

Haque, Shimanto  93.5 

Houerbi, Fatma  43 

Iftekhar, Farheen  58.5 

Jamal Jaradat, Bilal  12 

Jurban, Maria  41 

Katba, Caroline  118 

Khawaja, Mubashir  36 

Mady, Rawaa  110 

Manekia, Farwa  120.5 

Manzoor, Faryal  60 

Maqboul, Nayef  54 

Masood, Anas  42.5 

Missilmani, Mohammed 55 

Mobeen, Azba  15.5 

Mohamed, Fatema  68 

Mujtaba, Rizwan  60 

Naboulsi, Nadine  63 

Nadeem, Kaiynnat  25.5 

Najjar, Milia-Cynthia  71 

Natour, Muhammad  54 

Niang, Mame  45 

Qusar, Charlie  81 

Raghib, Muhammad 54 

Ratul, Tareq  66.5 

Rbehat, Heba  80 

Redoy, MD Mamunur 81 

Reta, Shaharia  77 

Sadman Bari, Aquib  118 

Sayegh, Jaklin  48 

Sebon, Jolita  55.5 

Taissir, Saleh  113.5 

Thera, Bayetoulaye  46 

Waked, Ghaidaa  48 

Yaaqob, Yahia  72 

 
 

FLEX/YES Students 
 

FLEX and YES students 

are selected on merit and 

achievement from numer-

ous applicants, and spon-

sored by the U.S. State 

Department to encourage 

friendship and understand-

ing between nations. Fu-

ture Leader Exchange stu-

dents are from former So-

viet Union countries.  

Youth Exchange Study 

students are from predomi-

nately Muslim Countries. 
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Community 

Service  

Awards 

Every FLEX student has to 

complete at least 50 

hours of community ser-

vice in order to stay in 

compliance with their 

scholarship, but April 1st 

is a time to shine!  

 

FLEX Star Students who 

exceed community service 

requirements by April 1st, 

will be awarded the fol-

lowing: 

 

Star Volunteer  

Gold Medal 

For 250+ hours of service 

 

Star Volunteer 

Silver Medal 

For 175+ hours of service 

 

Star Volunteer 

Bronze Medal 

For 100+ hours of service  

 

Presidential Certificate 

In addition to the medals 

above, FLEX students who 

complete 100+ hours will 

receive a Presidential 

Award! 

*************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pacific Intercultural Exchange 

 

Field Staff 

 

Regional Managers: 

Shelli Arguello 

Pat Blundy 

Virginia Cunningham 

La Juan Dixon 

Patty Grasty 

Lisa Gutierrez 

Mary Holmbeck 

Daniel Knepper 

Robin Lemire 

Pat Littrell 

Melissa Litwiller 

Marieke Lofgren-Witte 

Paula Nicholson 

 
 

 

Find a host family, 

earn referral fee 
Students can earn a $75 referral 

fee when they identify a new family 

to host an incoming 2010 ex-

change student. Students will 

arrive in January and August. Con-

tact your area representative to 

chose a student and help them 

have the experience you have now. 

Host families, area reps needed 

Families, friends and teachers 

are also eligible for referral fees 

when they help find a new family or 

area representative. 

   Caring host families are needed 

for exchange students in the com-

ing year.  Local area representa-

tives interview prospective host 

families and are in regular contact 

to support both the host family and 

student to ensure  a good experi-

ence. 

   For information on how to volun-

teer to host a student, or to be an 

Area Representative, please call 1-

888-PIEUSA1/1-888-743-8721 or 

visit our website at 

www.pieusa.org. 

Olga Verkhotina, top right, joined her host family Jodie, Wayne 

Brendan and Mark Robertson of Chico, California in their church 

photo directory. Olgaõs natural family recently wrote a letter to 

the Robertsons thanking them for their hospitality and the 

Robertsons responded in what they hope will be the beginning of 

a long international friendship. 

 

LaJuan Dixon, PIE regional manager in Willis Point, Texas, built a 

snowman with FLEX student Margarita Ruskova of Russia during a 

very unusual Texas snowstorm.  


